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Interest  Groups  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 


C.O.  STATUS 
TO  TAXPAYERS 

A special  interest  group  at  Yearly  Meeting 
heard  that  a quotation  from  our  Discipline  is 
now  in  the  Congressional  Record.  H.R.  14414, 
introduced  last  April,  carries  these  lines:  “For 
example,  the  Handbook  of  the  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  urges 
its  members:  ‘To  recognize  that  the  military 
system  is  not  consistent  with  Christ’s  example  of 
redemptive  love  . . . (and)  to  consider  carefully 
the  implication  of  paying  those  taxes,  a major 
portion  of  which  goes  for  military  purposes.’  — 
page  28  of  1962  Rev.  Ed.” 

In  the  bill’s-introduction,  Rep.  Don  Dellums, 
on  behalf  of  its  other  sponsors,  Representatives 
Rosenthal,  Kastenmeier,  Rangel,  Abzug,  Bingham, 
Conyers,  Diggs,  Mitchell,  and  Ryan,  said:  “The 
World  Peace  Tax  Fund  Act,  as  our  bill  is  called, 
would  amend  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  to  es- 
tablish conscientious  objector  status  for  taxpayers 
identical  to  that  established  presently  under  our 
Selective  Service  laws.” 

The  interest  group  heard  that  PYM  once  cir- 
culated thousands  of  its  suggested  “Civilian  In- 
come Tax  Act  of  1961,”  that  interest  was  re- 
newed by  the  Vietnam  War,  and  that  in  1966 
Ajin  Arbor  Friends  approached  many  legislators 
about  introducing  tax  exemption  legislation. 

What  is  the  future  of  this  bill  now  before  the 
House?  Sponsors  do  not  intend  to  ask  for  action 
until  legislators  know  there  is  support.  Friends, 
if  so*  inclined,  could  work  on  an  educational 
program  through  FCNL.  Monthly  Meetings  could 
begin  now  to  discuss  features  of  the  four-page 
proposal.  An  individual  can  advise  his  Congress- 
man he  is  interested  in  H.R.  14414  and  would 
like  a free  copy.  Friends  with  more  money  than 
time  can  contribute  to  World  Peace  Tax  Fund 
Steering  Committee,  Box  1447,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich- 
igan, 48106. 

Franklin  Zahn, 
CLAREMONT  MEETING 


NEW  DIRECTIONS: 

PERSONAL  REVOLUTION 

There  were  three  sessions  of  an  interest  group 
looking  toward  a New  Society  where  a wide 
assortment  of  literature  was  available  as  resource 
material  to  those  interested  in  breaking  free  of  a 
patterned  existence. 

At  the  first  session  Marshall  Palley  of  the 
AFSC  showed  a just  completed  forty-minute 
videotape  called  “Learning  a Living:  Four' Work 
Groups  in  Process”  which  presents  the  work 
styles  of  four  small  alternative  work  groups: 
Vocations  for  Social  Change;  The  Learning  Place, 
a former  San  Francisco  free  high  school;  Cranium 
Press,  printers;  and  the  AFSC  New  Vocations 
Project.  Two  members  from  Vocations  for  Social 
Change  attended  and  contributed  to  the  stimu- 
lating discussion  that  followed. 

They  pointed  out  how  through  workforce 
individual  power  can  coopt  the  institutions  of  the 
establishment,  leading  to  change.  Further,  alter- 
natives alone  won’t  be  adequate  to  change,  for 
there  is  no  inherent  value  in  poverty.  Instead, 
how  can  we  change  technology  and  institutions, 
thereby  enriching  the  quality  of  our  lives?  By 
changing  the  ethos  of  self-interest  we  can  change 
the  conception  of  work  in  order  to  control  the 
fruits  of  our  labor.  The  question  was  posed: 
“Utopia!  Is  it  really  possible?”  One  answer:  “It 
will  never  come  until  people  really  start  to  live 
the  way  they  want  to  . . . now!” 

At  the  second  session  Mary  Davenport,  former- 
ly of  Berkeley  Meeting,  described  the  setting  and 
structure  of  the  religious  commune  where  she 
has  been  a member  for  about  two  years.  Ramagiri 
Aschram,  Tomales,  California.  While  they  maintain 
a garden  in  a rural  setting,  members  are  employed 
in  communities  both  close  by  and  at  a distance. 
Someone  asked,  “Would  our  reactions  be  different 
to  hearing  about  Mary’s  experiences  if  Mary 
were  twenty-one  instead  of  a grandmother?  Do 
we  middle-aged  listeners  tend  to  take  less  seriously 
the  experiences  of  our  young  people?” 

Two  separate  wqrkshop  groups  then  discussed 
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“Personal  Relations  in  an  Extended  Family”  and 
“Jobs  and  Careers.”  Later,  reports  back  to  the. 
main  group  indicated  that  workshop  participants 
scrutinized  their  subjects  from  many  mind-chang- 
ing perspectives. 

At  the  third  and  last  session,  Susanna  Calderon 
and  Virginia  Heck  described  the  vicissitudes  of 
the  “Earthquakers ,”  a group  of  twenty  or  so 
families  who  have  met  monthly  since  November, 
1970,  exploring  the  possibility  of  building  an 
intentional  community.  While  their  efforts  have 
been  frustrating  and  inconclusive  *in  one  sense, 
the  experience  has  been  richly  rewarding  in  an- 
other. 

Interest  group  participants  were  reminded  that 
at  Yearly  Meeting  for  the  past  three  years  Friends 
have  given  visible  manifestation  of  their  quest 
for  more  satisfying  lives  through  altered  life 
styles.  Do  we  find  ourselves  farther  along  the 
path  this  year?  Where  will  we  find  ourselves 
next  year?  Closer  to  our  goal?  What  is  our  goal? 

Virginia  O’Rourke, 
BERKELEY  MEETING 
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A Little  Guilty,  Although  We’ve  Tried 


The  Peace  Committee  held  forth  in  the  fifth 
session.  Philip  Drath  (San  Francisco)  as  chairman, 
called  on  Jack  Shultz,  Earle  Reynolds,  Sherri 
Siegel  and  Sam  Tyson  to  describe  recent  or 
brewing  Quaker  actions  for  peace.  Phil  suggested 
that  we  as  conscientious  objectors  are  a little 
guilty,  although  we’ve  tried.  Quakers  are  the 
“good  Germans,”  while  the  country  has  taken 
the  place  of  the  Nazis  as  the  enemy  of  mankind. 
Our  trying  includes  16,000  people  who  have 
refused  the  telephone  tax  and  who  have  im- 
pounded $60,000  awaiting  trial  of  the  legality 
of  that  tax.  Then  there  is  the  bill  introduced  by 
Congressman  Dellums  which  could  confer  C.O. 
status  on  those  who  refuse  to  pay  taxes  for  war. 
Phil  himself  was  a delegate  to  help  elect  a peace 
candidate  in  Miami. 

Jack  Shultz’  concern  was  forwarded  by  a 
minute  of  La  Jolla  Meeting;  the  effort  is  to  help 
rebuild  Vietnam  at  the  request  of  the  Vietnamese. 
Perhaps  we  would  fill  bomb  craters,  and  to 
publicize  the  act  could  ask  the  Air  Force  to 
blow  a hole  in  America. 

Earle  Reynolds  detailed  the  Quaker  support 
he  had  for  the  most  recent  voyage  of  the  Phoenix, 
which  included  most  Friends  organizations  in 
Northern  California.  The  vessel  visited  Portland 
and  ten  ports  in  Northern  California  on  a highly 
successful  educational  tour,  although  the  crew 
was  sorry  to  miss  a political  convention  which 
moved  from  San  Diego  to  Miami. 

Sherri  Siegel  (Orange  Grove),  Robert  Burke 
(Orange  Grove),  Richard  Troth  (Orange  Grove), 
James  Week  (Claremont)  and  David  Munro  (Orange 
County)  are  part  of  the  “Seal  Beach  Disarmament 
Project.”  Sponsored  by  the  AFSC  and  many 
Quaker  Meetings  in  Southern  California,  they 
blockade  munitions  ships  with  motor  rowboats 
and  what  they  call  “craft.”  Craft  are  seats  mounted 
on  inner  tubes.  They  also  mount  a campaign 
to  educate  the  community  and  witness  by  vigil, 
and  when  they  were  arrested  for  detaining  an 
ammunition  ship,  they  held  a beautiful  worship 
service  at  dawn  in  the  jail’s  rose  garden.  These 
Friends  are  enjoying  their  meaningful  actions  in 
the  vineyards  of  nonviolence. 

Sam  Tyson  lives  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
30  miles  from  the  main  training  base  for  the 
crews  of  B-52s.  They  have  been  bugging  him 
for  years  as  they  fly  over  his  farm,  and  he  ex- 
pects to  mount  a little  nonviolent  civil  disobedience 
over  there  after  the  election.  He  particularly 
wishes  that  Friends  would  communicate  more 
about  their*  nonviolent  actions  to  each  other  and 
recommends  that  Phil  be  our  contact  man  with 
him. 


We  were  told  that  Ned  van  Nalkenburgh  of 
La  Jolla  Meeting  has  been  jailed  for  sitting  in 
front  of  an  ammunition  train.  And  we  were 
reminded  of  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  of  “The  White 
Rose”  and  of  the  Good  Germans  who  were 
executed  by  the  Nazis. 


VARIED  REPORTS 

The  sixth  session  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
included  a Discipline  Committee  announcement 
by  Chrn.  Lowell  Tozer  that  the  new  edition 
of  the  Discipline  entitled,  “Faith  and  Practice,” 
will  be  ready  for  Yearly  Meeting  in  1973.  Com- 
ments are  requested  on  the  proposed  new  advice 
on  the  peace  testimony,  now  circulating. 

Robert  Vogal,  Robin  Church  and  Ferner  Nuhn 
reported  on  Friends  World  Committee,  our  only 
world  body.  It  covers  Meetings  and  Friends  in 
36  countries  on  six  continents,  and  has  published, 
among  others,  five  study  books  including  “The 
Handbook  of  American  Friends”  and  the  in- 
valuable “Friends  Directory.”  It  is  a Non-Govern- 
mental Organization  recognized  by  the  United 
Nations,  and  it  provided  Barry  Hollister  as  the 
chairman  of  NGOs  at  the  Stockholm  Conference 
on  the  Environment.  It  is  currently  seeking  to 
get  conscientious  objection  recognized  as  a human 
right  by  the  United  Nations,  and  supports  the 
United  Nations  Volunteer  Corps.  Friends  World 
Committee  now  sponsors  a panel  of  nine  Friends, 
including  Ferner  Nuhn,  which  is  designed  to 
foster  relationships  among  American  Friends.  It 
sponsors  the  Quaker  Youth  Pilgrimage.  One  of 
its  programs  has  failed  to  meet  its  goals:  the 
One  Per  Cent  More  effort  toward  the  right  sharing 
of  the  world’s  resources.  It  will  have  three  re- 
presentatives from  this  Yearly  Meeting  to  the 
Triennial  Meeting  of  Sydney,  Australia,  which 
begins  next  year  on  August  18.  Funds  are  short 
and  the  budget  needs  to  be  expanded. 

The  Social  Order  Committee,  including  Chrn. 
Jean  Flores  (Marloma),  Jeanette  Prietsch  (Palo 
Alto),  Elka  Herz  (La  Jolla),  Anne  Dale  (San 
Jose),  Anne  Mackinney  (Santa  Monica),  Dianna 
Brooks  (Santa  Cruz)  and  Jean  Christopherson 
(Missoula),  presented  three  minutes  — which 
were  approved  and  included  in  the  September 
Friends  Bulletin.  Extensive  publicizing  of  the 
three  minutes  by  Monthly  Meetings  was  encour- 
aged. Friends  were  reminded  that  a law  similar 
to  the  Farm  Labor  referendum  goes  into  effect 
in  Arizona  on  August  15  and  that  20  states  are 
considering  repressive  legislation.  Caesar  Chavez 
will  be  informed  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  minute 
on  the  Agricultural  Labor  Relations  initiative. 
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Three  Perspectives  on  China 


Approval  of  the  appointment  of  Sang  Dal  Cha 
(Honolulu)  as  Friend  in  the  Orient,  succeeding 
Madge  and  Ben  Seaver,  came  in  the  eighth  session 
of  Yearly  Meeting,  at  which  time  Friends  heard 
of  the  experiences  of  the  Seavers  in  Hong  Kong 
and  the  visits  to  the  China  mainland  of  Stuart 
Innerst,  Chairman  of  the  Friend  in  the  Orient 
Committee,  and  Jane  Updegrove  (Berkeley). 

Madge  Seaver  went  to  the  Orient  to  learn  to 
love  the  Chinese  as  she  does  the  members  of 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  She  learned  her  lesson 
well,  as  she  showed  in  the  vignettes  she  drew 
for  us  of  the  persons  she  met  in  her  daily  life. 
She  spoke  of  Mel  Chan,  who  had  a happy  child- 
hood though  her  mother  cut  her  hair,  went 
modern  and  joined  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  in  her  own  impetuous  youth.  This  mother 
tought  her  to  be  Chinese,  however.  “What  is  it 
to  become  Chinese?”  To  honor  parents  and  to 
look  upon  her  husband  as  head  of  the  family. 
Hong  Kong’s  sense  of  identity  will  grow,  Madge 
thinks,  as  it  develops  better  housing  and  social 
security. 

Ben  went  to  the  Orient  to  observe  China, 
its  great  revolution,  and  to  assess  its  potentials 
and  importance  to  the  world.  Hong  Kong  was 
a superlative  listening  post.  The  U.S.  Consulate 
there  monitors  the  press  and  radio  of  China, 
Russia  and  Japan,  and  puts  out  a book  of  trans- 
lations a day.  All  observers  there  are  biased, 
but  refugees  are  particularly  hostile  to  the  revolu- 
tion. Nevertheless,  China  will  give  leads  to  the 
rest  of  the  world,  is  developing  insights  of  value 
to  us  and  making  enormous  progress  despite  its 
unsettled  political  scene.  And  Ben’s  view  of  the 
United  States  has  become  more  optimistic  as  he 
sees  change  in  two  years  and  ouj;  possibilities 
for  affecting  our  own  future. 

Stuart  got  into  China  because  he  artfully  asked 
to  get  in  for  ten  years.  He  may  be  biased,  as 
Ben  says,  but  he  is  awfully  enthusiastic.  Since 
his  visit  52  years  ago  he  records  unbelievable 
social  change.  There  is  a new  child,  as  no  children 
are  sold  now.  There  is  a new  woman  whose  equal- 
ity dates  from  the  marriage  law  of  1950.  There  is 
a new  peasant,  who  stood  up  500  million  strong 
in  1949.  Now  he  counts,  and  many  are  literate, 
no  longer  fearful  of  the  landlord.  There  is  a new 
student,  who  no  longer  grows  his  nails  long  to 
show  his  disdain  for  manual  labor.  There  is  regi- 
mentation, yes;  more,  perhaps  than  ours.  But 
the  great  majority  is  prepared  to  sacrifice  in 
order  to  achieve  these  goals.  Stuart’s  thoughts 
are  coming  out  in  the  “China  Spectator  Papers,” 
which  may  be  had  from  him. 


Sang  Dal  Cha  told  us  a short  story.  Korea, 
his  mother,  is  sometimes  described  as  an  old 
prostitute.  As  an  adopted  American  citizen,  his 
step-father  is  a rich  man’s  son,  a drunkard  and 
a playboy.  As  the  child  in  this  family,  he  has 
no  love  or  anything  we  value.  However,  with 
Friends’  help  he  has  not  turned  out  to  be  a 
deliquent.  He  is  going  to  a divided  country, 
symbol  of  a divided  world  and  the  unseen  lines 
in  people’s  minds.  It  is  a trouble  spot  where 
much  needs  to  be  done.  With  God’s  help,  he 
will  try  to  be  a good  Quaker. 


THANKS  FROM  AFSC 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  and  Staff  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  we  wish  to 
acknowledge  and  thank  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
for  their  deeply  appreciated  contribution  of  $197. 
We  are  especially  glad  to  use  this  most  welcome 
gift  in  connection  with  our  work  in  Bangladesh. 

Many  people  do  not  realize  the  enormity  of 
the  Bangladesh  situation.  There  are  something 
in  the  neighborhood  of  ten  million  refugees  and 
there  are  ten  to  twenty  million  displaced  people. 
Our  workers  in  Bangladesh  have  the  highest  praise 
for  the  new  government,  but  the  problems  it 
faces  are  monumental. 

If  there  is  a way  to  do  so  we  would  appreciate 
it  if  you  could  express  to  the  members  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  how  much  we  appreciate  their 
interest  and  financial  support  in  this  very  diffi- 
cult problem  which  the  American  people  have 
almost  forgotten  since  it  does  not  appear  on  the 
headlines  of  our  newspapers  any  longer. 

Hugh  Middleton 


BOOKLET 

Investments  in  peaceful  enterprises:  “Your  Own 
Investments  and  a Better  Society,”  a booklet 
compiled  by  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting,  Friends 
Peace  Committee,  1515  Cherry  Street,  Philadel- 
phia, PA.  19102.  Price,  $.35,  or  three  for  one 
dollar. 
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.REPRESSION 

A sour  note  was  struck  in  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  at  the  lunch  immediately  preceeding 
adjournment. 

When,  30  years  ago,  I edged  my  way  around 
Orange  Grove  Meeting,  grateful  to  have  found 
an  island  of  sanity  in  a nation  embarking  on 
war,  I smoked  my  cigarettes  off  limits,  because 
it  was  clear  that  “a  peculiar  people”  were,  while 
generally  most  unpeculiar,  indeed  peculiar  in  their 
confusion  of  the  use  of  tobacco  with  evil.  To 
respect  this  false  identification  was  easy,  con- 
sidering the  vast  rationality  of  the  Friendly  at- 
titude toward  war  in  an  utter  ocean  of  irrationality. 

A decade  or  so  later,  when  I was  accepted 
into  membership  in  the  Society,  and  subsequently, 
I found  the  misplaced  concern  being  progressively, 
heathfully  eroded.  Surely,  the  Society  seemed 
to  be  saying  that  there  are  more  important  issues 
to  devote  our  energies  to  than  personal  behavior 
that  may  or  may  not  harm  the  individual  in- 
volved. 

We  smokers  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  were 
advised  that  “Some  of  us  believe  the  Surgeon 
General’s  report,”  and  we  wondered  why  some- 
one who  might  have  chosen  to  die  by  overeating 
should  presume  to  try  to  prevent  us  from  chancing 
to  die  another  way. 

A group  of  four  of  us  who  were  enjoying 
cigarettes  with  our  after-dinner  coffee  were  told 
summarily  that  we  must  cease  forthwith.  Finish- 
ing in  a corner  of  the  refectory  (a  compromise 
suggested  by  the  manager  of  the  dining  hall) 
led  to  eldering  with  glowering  lool$s. 

Now,t  if  is  quite  understandable  that  some 
people  are  offended,  or  even  made  ill,  by  tobacco 
smoke.  It  is  also  possible  that  some  are  offended 
by  the  smell  of  coffee.  The  solution  is  not  to 
prohibit  smoking  in  a huge  refectory.  The  solution 
is  to  reserve  a smoking  section.  And  I suggest 
that,  if  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  really 
believes  that  smoking  is  a victimless  crime  to 
which  it  should  direct  its  energies,  the  Surgeon 
General  ought  to  be  asked  to  investigate  the 
deleterious  effects  of  overeating,  ingesting  caffein, 
and  consuming  large  quantities  of  sugar  so  that 
we  can  know  how  we  should  stand  on  these 
matters. 

It  would  seem  a tragic  waste  for  a minority 
of  Friends  among  us  to  have  to  stage  a protest 
demonstration  against  the  repressiveness  of  other 
Friends.  Let  us  not  be  forced  to  that  extreme 
when  our  energies  are  so  needed  to  demonstrate 
in  important  issues. 

Hugh  J.  Hamilton, 
CLAREMONT  MEETING 


MEXICO  CITY 
MONTHLY  MEETING 

The  Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends 
continues  to  feel  keenly  the  absence  of  13  mem- 
bers from  our  small  group  of  31,  who  are  at 
present  living  and  working  outside  of  Mexico, 
leaving  only  a small  number  able  to  attend  and 
participate  actively  in  the  life  of  the  Meeting. 
Three  soujourning  Friends’  families  also  left  Mexico 
this  year,  one  to  return  to  England  and  two  to 
the  United  States. 

We  have  a number  of  occasional  attenders 
and  visitors  and  our  fellowship  period  following 
the  Sunday  Meeting  provides  an  opportunity  for 
rewarding  contacts.  An  increasing  number  of  non- 
Quaker  young  visitors  have  expressed  a desire 
to  know  more  about  Quaker  history,  beliefs  and 
practices.  The  Meeting  has  prepared  and  printed 
in  Spanish  a carefully  considered  statement  on 
“What  is  Quakerism?” 

Members  of  our  Meeting,  at  present  living 
in  Guatemala,  are  joining  with  others  in  regular 
Meetings  for  Worship  and  have  requested  the 
status  of  a Preparative  Meeting  related  to  Mexico 
City  Meeting. 

Through  the  General  Reunion  of  Friends  in 
Mexico  we  have  cooperated  with  other  Friends 
(members  of  FUM)  in  establishing  a fund  for 
regular  monthly  contributions  to  the  Friends 
School  in  Matehuala,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico, 
kept  in  operation  and  directed  by  Maria  Castillo 
since  1912.  The  Friends  Church  in  Matehuala 
was  built  in  1894  with  Herberto  Sein’s  father, 
Eucario  Sein  as  the  first  pastor. 

We  rejoiced  as  two  members  of  Mexico  Meet- 
ing Peter  U’Ren  and  Alicia  Cortes  celebrated 
their  marriage  under  our  care  on  Saturday,  July  8. 
The  Meeting  was  represented  by  Herberto  and 
Suzanne  Sein  at  the  Intermountain  Fellowship 
Meeting  in  June  at  Ghost  Ranch  in  New  Mexico, 
and  they  appreciated  the  warm  and  friendly  re- 
lationships there.  Carlos  and  Gloria  Camelo  are 
representing  our  Meeting  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

in  August Jean  Duckies,  CLERK 

BIRTHS 

To  Rosalind  and  Gerry  Andersen  of  University 
Meeting  on  June  10,  1972,  a daughter,  Kjrsten 
Mallock,  weighing  in  at  8 pounds. 

To  Jeannette  and  Ron  Norton  of  La  Jolla 
Meeting  on  July  18,  1972,  a daughter,  weighing 
6 pounds,  13  ounces. 

To  Peggy  Broderick  of  Honolulu  Meeting  on 
August  15,  1972,  a son,  Richard  Arthur. 

To  Jan  and  Roy  Allen  of  Marin  Meeting  on 
July  15,  1972,  a daughter,  Kathryn  Jane,  weigh- 
ing 7 pounds,  13  ounces,  with  beautiful  black 
hair. 
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'There  Lies  the  Dearest  Freshness’ 


If  Hopkins  felt  the  world  was  “seared  . . . 
bleared,  smeared  with  toil”  in  1870,  how  much 
more  is  it  true  in  1970.  And  for  all  this,  he 
says,  “there  lies  the  dearest  freshness  deep  down 
things.” 

We  have  been  told  that  DDT  causes  the  brown 
pelican’s  eggs  to  shatter  before  hatching.  After 
the  alarming  figures  from  last  year’s  nests  on 
the  Santa  Barbara  Channel  islands,  we  wondered 
whether  each  brown  pelican  would  be  the  last. 
We  still-  have  no  evidence  that  they  will  survive. 
We  have,  at  most,  a wistful  hope. 

These  watchers  missed  the  pelicans  last  sum- 
mer at  the  Fort  Cronkhite  lagoon  on  the  Marin 
County  seashore.  We  ceased  our  regular  visits, 
fearing  we  would  never  again  see  the  stately 
flights  of  long  lines  of  pelicans.  We  remembered 
the  way  they  would  splash  down  on  the  water 
and  then  beat  the  water  with  their  great  wings, 
the  sound  echoing  from  the  surrounding  hills. 
We  would  note  a few  adults  with  their  white 
heads  and  the  many  plain  gray-brown  immatures. 

At  last,  however,  I longed  to  see  whether 
another  season  was  passing  without  these  mag- 
nificent birds  in  the  lagoon.  As  we  arrived  at 
the  point  from  which  we  could  see  the  length 
of  the  lagoon,  my  heart  leapt  in  joyous  astonish- 
ment. There  they  were,  seven  or  eight  brown 
pelicans  with  a little  flock  of  Heermann’s  gull, 
also  white-headed  but  with  a red  bill  unusual 
among  gulls.  The  pelicans  were  in  constant  mo- 
tion, arriving  with  a splash,  and  returning  to  their 
offshore  rock.  We  observed  both  adults  and  im- 
matures. Surely  no  one  ever  gazed  at  these 
creatures  with  such  delight.  At  last  we  climbed 
the  ridge  with  our  lunch  basket  and  found  a 
resting  place  where  we  could  see  the  rock  with 
every  crevice  occupied  by  a pelican.  The  rock 
was  outlined  against  the  sky  by  the  grotesque 
silhouettes  of  the  pelican.  One  hopes  at  such  a 
time  that  the  natural  world  has  a power  of 
renewal  that  man  has  not  yet  destroyed. 

Then  as  we  returned  over  the  hill,  we  looked 
up  at  the  sky,  almost  covered  with  clouds  from 
the  morning  fog,  breaking  at  last  into  patches 
blue.  Over  our  heads  a huge  flight  of  pelicans, 
wheeling  and  floating  against  the  blue,  filled  us 
with  rapture.  Were  the  brown  pelicans  also  en- 
joying the  sunshine  by  taking  to  the  upper  air? 
Then  a slight  turn  and  descent  of  this  great 
flock  revealed  that  these  were  white  pelicans, 
rarely  seen  in  our  area. 


For  a few  minutes  they  would  float  like  a 
cloud  of  snowflakes  against  the  blue.  Then  the 
fog  would  hide  them.  We  strained  to  follow 
them,  to  prolong  this  charmed  moment. 

How  appropriate,  I thought,  Hopkins’  sonnet 
on  “the  dearest  freshness”  with  its  evocation 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  bending  over  the  world  “with 
warm  breast  and  ah!  bright  wings.”  The  bright 
wings'  of  the  white  pelicans  that  day  were  like 
a visitation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Madge  Seaver, 

SAN  FRANCISCO  1970 


VOLUNTEERS 

Hiroshima,  Japan,  World  Friendship  Center 
needs  staff  immediately  for  peace  bridge-building: 
intercultural  activities,  overnight  hospitality,  be- 
friending A-bomb  survivors,  youth  club,  peace 
discussions  — a rich  experience  in  human  re- 
lations. International  staff  of  four,  who  volunteer 
for  1 or  2 years,  compose  the  staff  of  the  Center, 
so  the  need  is  a recurring  one. 

Please  apply  at  once  to  W.F.C.,  1544  Midori 
Machi,  Hiroshima  734,  Japan,  or  to  the  W.F.C. 
American  Committee,  2425  E St.,  La  Verne, 
California,  91750.  Any  applications  should  include 
your  motivation,  the  place  of  nonviolence,  ideas 
for  human  betterment,  and  names  of  at  least 
two  references  who  are  not  relatives  or  personal 
friends. 


WEDDINGS 

BURNS-NAYUDU.  Usha  Nayudu  and  John 
Moran  Burns  were  married  on  August  16,  1972, 
at  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  in  Seattle.  Usha 
is  a .member  of  Seattle  Meeting,  and  John  is 
a graduate  of  Williams  College  in  Massachusetts. 
They  will  reside  in  San  Francisco. 

BAZETT-CRYER.  Barbara  Cryer  and  Don  Baz- 
ett  were  married  on  June  25,  1972,  in  Saint 
Francis-in-the-Woods  Anglican  Church  in  Van- 
couver. Barbara  was  given  in  marriage  by  her 
eldest  daughter  who,  when  asked,  “Who  gives 
this  woman.  . .?”  replied,  “My  sisters  and  I do.” 

McLEAN-KITCHEN.  Barbara  Kitchen  and  Brian 
McLean  were  married  on  June  24,  1972,  in 
London,  England* They  are  residing  at  32A  Corn- 
wall Gardens,  S.W.  7,  London,  England. 
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La  Jolla  Minute 


( The  following  Minute  was  approved  by  La 
Jolla  Monthly  Meeting  on  August  6,  1972,  and 
brought  to  the  attention  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.) 

Minute:  We  share  and  endorse  the  concern 
of  Jack  Schultz  to  help  Vietnamese  in  rebuilding 
and  reconstruction  at  their  request.  We  commend 
this  concern  to  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  for 
their  guidance  and  endorsement. 

A rebuilding  project  in  Vietnam  might  best 
be  undertaken  only  at  the  invitation  and  under 
the  auspices  of  an  indigenous  organization  in  a 
manner  respectful  of  Vietnamese  style  and  culture. 
An  example  of  action  we  might  take: 

In  about  six  months,  sail  a small  cargo  ship 
from  our  Pacific  Coast  with  10  to  30  Friends 
and  construction  equipment.  Using  the  ship  as 
base,  remain  between  one  and  two  years  in  a 
single  coastal  area  of  Vietnam  reclaiming  bomb- 
cratered  and  shrapnel-infested  croplands. 

Emphasis  could  be  on  enlisting  the  aid  and 
on  the  training  of  Vietnamese  people  formerly 
from  the  counrtyside;  together  developing  methods 
for  rehabilitating  the  war-destroyed  land.  The 
thrust  would  be  on  using  equipment  and  techni- 
ques requiring  little  capital  investment  and  foreign- 
produced  maintenance  parts  so  that  similar  re- 
clamation could  be  carried  on  without  us.  This 
is  only  a model  of  one  Quaker  approach.  The 
situation  most  likely  will  require  flexibility  and 
a willingness  to  adapt  to  circumstances. 

Guidance  is  sought  from  Vietnamese  and 
Friends  in  deciding  on  and  organizing  such  an 
effort  so  that  it  be  carried  out  in  the  manner 
of  Friends,  concentrating  on  a single,  manageable 
project  to  jointly  produce  effective,  concrete 
help  for  a people  we  have  injured  so  much  — 
and  for  our  own  satisfaction  and  enrichment. 
An  important  justification  for  carrying  out  this 
concern  is  to  give  an  opportunity  for  a Quaker 
lifestyle  — sharing  in  efficient  and  productive 
work,  centering  around  the  needs  of  others  apart 
from  our  own  self-interest. 

If  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gives  its  approval 
and  endorsement  to  this  concern,  the  next  steps 
are  probably  the  formation  of  a committee  of 
support  for  guidance  in  planning,  selection  of 
Friends  to  do  the  overseas  work,  and  oversight 
of  the  management  of  funds. 


The  situation  in  Vietnam  is  complex  and  the 
political  future  uncertain.  It  seems,  nevertheless, 
that  planning  for  doing  our  part  in  repairing 
the  damage  to  the  people  and  landscape  of  Viet- 
nam might  well  proceed  simultaneously  with  our 
efforts  to  end  the  fighting. 


DEATHS 

FRANKLIN  LARGMAN.  Franklin  Largman, 
member  of  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting,  died  Au- 
gust 29,  1972,  after  a long  illness.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Roselynd,  and  two  married 
sons,  Corey  and  Kenneth  Largman.  Franklin  and 
his  family  were  members  of  Providence  Road 
Meeting,  Media,  Pennsylvania,  before  coming  to 
Palo  Alto  14  years  ago.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

LORN  A BLUCHER.  Memorial  services  were 
held  for  Lorna  Blucher  at  the  University  Friends 
Meetinghouse  on  Saturday,  July  8,  1972.  In 
attendance  were  a number  of  family  members, 
including  her  son  Jerry  and  daughter  Claire,  as 
well  as  friends  from  the  Meeting. 

MARTHA  CARMEAN.  Martha  Carmean,  an 
active  attender  of  Tacoma  Meeting,  wife  of  Curtis 
Carmean  and  mother  of  Meeting  members  Bill 
and  David  Carmean,  died  in  August  after  a pro- 
tracted illness.  A memorial  service  was  scheduled 
for  August  28,  1972,  under  care  of  Tacoma 
Friends  Meeting. 

WARREN  HUFF.  Warren  Huff  died  on  August 
10,  1972,  after  several  years  of  failing  health. 
He  was  a faithful  member  of  Los  Angeles  Friends 
Meeting  ever  since  its  beginning  in  February  of 
1940.  Warren  was  born  in  Gilson,  Illinois,  on 
March  17,  1899,  but  had  lived  in  Los  Angeles 
for  many  years.  He  had  lived  alone  since  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Lenore,  last  year.  “He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  our  Meeting 
and  continued  to  attend  as  long  as  he  was  able. 
We  will  miss  his  testimony  and  deep  interest 
in  our  activities  and  their  continuance.” 

ALICE  KORTSCHAK.  Alice  Kortschak  died 
on  June  22,  1972,  Honolulu  Meeting  reports. 

GENE  RYLANDER.  San  Francisco  Meeting 
reports  being  deeply  saddened  by  the  untimely 
death  of  Gene  Rylander  on  May  7,  1972.  The 
memorial  service  was  held  under  the  care  of 
the  Meeting,  which  continues  to  hold  Gene  in 
loving  memory. 
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Friends  and  Their  Friends 


Edmund  and  Diana  Sheridan,  attenders  of 
Jniversity  Meeting,  have  joined  the  Peace  Corps 
as  a Volunteer  Family  in  the  Phillipines  for  2 Vi 
years.  With  them  will  be  their  two  children, 
Matthew,  age  614,  and  Elissa,  age  814.  The  parents 
will  be  working  on  urban  community  develop- 
ment in  a provincial  capital.  Anyone  wishing  to 
contact  them  during  their  stay  in  the  Phillipines 
should  contact  University  Meeting.  ’ . . . Ashok 
Nayudu  of  University  Meeting  received  his’  C.O. 
status  in  August.  He  is  currently  seeking  an 
appropriate  alternative  service  position.  . . . Red 
and  Magelein  Stephenson  renewed  their  commit- 
ment to  each  other  on  the  25th  anniversary  of 
their  marriage  during  a Meeting  for  Worship  at 


Berkeley  Meeting  on  September  17,  1972.  . . . 
Jim  Brune  of  La  Jolla  Meeting  has  contacted 
radio  stations  in  the  La  Jolla  area  and  found 
several  were  willing  to  run  “End  the  War”  com- 
mercials. Friends  in  other  areas  are  encouraged 
to  contact  Jim  about  this  pursuit.  . . . Agape 
Foundation  in  Palo  Alto,  a non-profit  organiza- 
tion whose  focus  is  to  promote  nonviolent  re- 
solution to  social  problems,  has  made  a grant 
of  $300  to  Berkeley  Society  of  Friends  to  sup- 
port a member,  Virginia  O’Rourke,  as  an  active 
worker  in  the  cause  of  peace  and  basic  social 
reform.  She  will  be  facilitating  the  “development 
of  a new  society  based  on  Friends’  belief  that 
there  is  ‘that  of  God’  in  every  man.” 
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